How to Purchase an Odyssey of the Mind membership
We welcome all students to participate in Odyssey of the Mind.  However, to enter official Odyssey of the Mind competitions, teams must be covered under a current membership and abide by certain rules and requirements.  One membership allows multiple teams of up to seven members each to enter competition, according to the eligibility of the individual school or organization.
School Memberships
Most teams fall under the individual school membership category.  A school membership may enter one team per problem per division into competition.  The grade of the team members determines the division in which a team is eligible to compete.  For example, consider a school of grades K-6.  Generally this would be made up of Division I and II students.  This membership could enter a total of ten teams in competition—five in Division I and five in Division II.

If the school wants to enter more teams in the same problem and division it may purchase an additional membership at a reduced rate from CCI.  The state fee remains the same for each.  All teams that fall under the second membership would be considered “Team B”.  If a third membership is purchased, those teams would be considered “Team C”, and so on.  If purchasing additional memberships is not feasible, a school district may hold an intramural competition to determine which teams will go to official competitions.

In most circumstances, all team members come from the same school.  However, multi-school teams—those made up of students from different schools—are permitted as long as all the schools have a current membership.  Multi-school teams may choose which school name they wish to use for registering their team, but they may only compete at one regional tournament, even though the multiple schools may be located in more than one region.

Furthermore, each team is allowed one student that attends a different school without a membership, but who resides in the same general area.  However, the team members must agree and must have permission from principals from both schools involved.  If a team member transfers to another school he/she may continue on the team until the end of the competition year, provided both school administrations approve.
Community Groups
Established community groups such as Scouts, church groups, libraries, etc. may purchase a membership under the group’s name and enter one team per problem in competition (maximum five teams). If a group wishes to enter more teams, it may purchase additional memberships.  A community group may not be organized for the purpose of competing in Odyssey of the Mind.  The group must have an established mission other than participating in Odyssey of the Mind.
If the community group contributes money to a school to sponsor a team or to enable students to participate, the membership would be in the school’s name.
Home-Schooled Students

Home-schooled students can purchase memberships under a home school name. A home school membership may enter one team per problem into competition (maximum five teams).  Each of these teams must include a minimum of four home-schooled students.  Each team may also include up to three students from one other school.  That school would not have to purchase an additional membership.  If non-home-schooled students come from more than one school, the additional schools are required to purchase a membership.

If school administrators permit it, home-schooled students may compete on a school team sponsored by the public school that they would normally attend if they were not home schooled. 
Making the purchase
Once you’ve decided which membership best fits your situation, your next step is to purchase a world membership from Creative Competitions, Inc. for $135.00. (www.odysseyofthemind.com) The person you identify as the membership contact receives a membership packet containing the current year's problems, curriculum materials for teachers and the Program Guide.
 A $60.00 State Membership fee ( www.miodyssey.com) is required of each membership to participate in the Michigan Odyssey program.  The State Membership fee follows the same definitions of memberships as the world level.

Each team competing in a Regional Tournament pays a registration fee of $40.00.  This fee is paid in December or January of the competition year when the team registers on-line for the tournament.   
